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             The Congregation                                                               Ministers  
             The Reverend Joan MacPherson                          Pastor and Teacher  
             Danny Smith                                                               Music Minister         
7th Sunday of Easter         10:00 A.M.              May 28th, 2017  
 

Prelude                       ñGrace Aloneò, ñChildren of Godò, 
                            ñYour Voiceò, ñCome, Now is the Time to Worshipò 
Introit                                              ñWe Are All Oneò 
 

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship  
One:   All waves that crash on the seashore, gulls that screech,  
 whales and minnows, seals and dolphins, bless the Maker 
Many:   Sing praise and thanks to God 
One:   All streams and rives, lakes reflecting the sky, bless the Maker 
Many:   Sing praise and thanks to God 
One:   All trees and green growing things, flowers scenting the air, all 
 creeping and crawling things, bee, butterfly and ant, bless the Maker 
Many:   Sing praise and thanks to God 
One:   People of God, short, tall or growing still, skin of all hues,  
 accents and languages of all kinds, bless the Maker 
Many:   Sing praise and thanks to God 
 

*Hymn        ñWhere Children Belongò 
 

This, this is where children belong 
Welcomed as part of the worshiping throng 
Opôning to God with our words, prayer and song 

This is where children belong 
 

     This, this is where elders belongé 
 

     This, this is where hurting belongé 
 

      This, this is where grieving belongé 

 

    This, this is where hopeful belong... 



 

*Unison Prayer      
 God of all the earth, you share our joys and fears.  You hear the cries of the 
despairing, you set the oppressed free, you yearn for fullness of life for all.  We 
gather in your love.  We open our eyes to the wonder of life.  We pray for the 
end of all injustice and violence.  Strengthen us to keep going, even when the 
way is hard.  Inspire us with your vision and love which binds us together as 
the Church, people following in the way of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . 
                                                  

Lordõs Prayer        

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy  name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.  
 

*Gloria Patri             Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 

                                 to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning, 

             is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.  
 

Committing to Discipleship   

A Time for Children     

Anthem                                     ñGraceò                                          Hamlin 

Joys and Concerns    

Pastoral Prayer                                                                                   

*Hymn                                         ñGod of the Sparrowò                                         Insert 

Epistle                                   Galatians 3:1-9; 23-29  

Sermon                                   ñMissing the Pointò       Rev. Joan MacPherson                        

Offertory                       ñGod Is the Strength of My Heartò 

 
 

 

    

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Doxology           Praise God from whom all blessings flow.                   
                Praise God all creatures here below.                                         
                   Praise God above ye heavenly host,                           
    Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.   Amen.   
Prayer of Dedication    

*Hymn                                  ñGather Us Inò                                    Insert 

Commissioning and Benediction                             

Response                  Carry your candle, run to the darkness 
                                  Seek out the hopeless, confused and torn. 
                                  Hold out your candle, for all to see it 
                                      Take your candle, go light your world 
                                      Take your candle, go light your world. 
 
 
 
 
*Those who are able please stand 



We welcome you ~ 
 

During this time of worship we seek to open our hearts and live in response to 
the gift of Godôs abiding and all inclusive love. We are glad you are here. If you 
are  visiting with us, please fill out the welcome card in the pew. Please make a 
point of speaking with the pastor, she would welcome the chance to get to 
know you.   
       Deacon: Dee Morse 
 Greeters: Ralph & Betty Vitale Neal 
 

Each week there is nursery care available in the Parish House for those four and under.  
 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE AVAILABLE,  PLEASE ASK THE GREETER. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS - We ask that Sunday bulletin announcements be given to the 

church  office by 8:30 A.M. on Friday mornings.  They can be mailed, hand delivered or  

e-mailed to office@main-street-church.org. Emergency announcements that arise   

between Friday and our worship  can be written on the clip board along with prayer   

requests (this clip board is available at the back of the church).   Please write them          

legibly.  Printed announcements allow the most people to know what is going on and   

offers a reminder to take home.  Please help us communicate better by submitting your 

announcements to the church office. Thank you. 

OUR MUSIC MINISTRY  

Our music ministry begins with 10-15 minutes of pre-service praise and worship music 

every Sunday morning. You are welcome to join inðwords in three ring binders  - or  

center yourself silently            

COFFEE HOUR 

Coffee Hour  following worship is located in the vestry (the building to the right of the 

sanctuary). The  vestry can be accessed by going outside turning right and using  the 

back entrance by the kitchen or by following the crowd through the swinging door at the 

front of the church and to the left of the choir. The vestry is  located past the bathrooms 

through the kitchen.   

IF YOU ARE VISITING FROM ANOTHER CHURCHé 

Please ask one of  our Deacons for a Peace Candle to bring back to your home church. 

It is part of a Russian tradition as a reminder that all Christians should pray and work for 

world peace. Please take our greetings and prayers with you and ask your home church 

to burn the candle during worship.  We also ask that  they consider passing this tradition 

on by offering candles to visitors from your own home church..  

mailto:office@main-street-church.org


 
PRAYER LIST & CLIPBOARD   
A Prayer List clipboard is available as you enter the church.  We invite you  to list 
those who will be added to our prayer list.  If there is a person who you feel would 
benefit from pastoral care, please let a deacon know.  
 
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS  
Bill & Prudy Morse (Kathy Scholtzôs sister), Lenita  Miller, Hawley Lawliss, Marie 
Roy, Jenn Maynard, Donna Stone, Sheila, Claire and Ed Stevenôs daughter-in-law 
Jenn, Rhoda Munro, Lane family, Rachel, Veterans, Earl MacPherson and        
Marianne  Anderson.  According to the Northeast  Area UCC Prayer Calendar, this 
Sunday we pray for the ILao United Church of Christ in Lowell, MA and the Rev. 
Ted Rasakham. 
 
Weekly bulletins and sermons 
If you are interested in receiving a certain bulletin or copies of a sermon from any 
given week, please contact the office. These items can be sent by regular mail or  
e-mailed.  
 

Weekly Calendar   
Today  10:00 a.m.  Worship  
Monday-Friday  6a.m.-6:45a.m. AA Vestry   
Monday  Memorial Day Office Closed 
  6:30 p.m.  NA Vestry   
Tuesday   9-11 a.m. volunteers sort bags at Steppe Up In 
  10:30-12 Joan is at ñthe Bake Houseò for conversation 
Wednesday          Office Closed Stacy off  through June 6th 
  7 a.m.-7p.m. Our Neighborôs Table 
  9-9:45 a.m. Mid Week Lectionary Study Group  
  11 am MSCC service on Cable 12 
  12:30 p.m. Intentional Spirit Community 
  3-6:00 p.m. Steppe Up In Open 
  7 p.m. Executive Council 
Thursday                     2:30 p.m. MSCC service on Cable 12 
  7 p.m.  Choir 
Friday  8-9:30 p.m. NA Vestry 
Saturday  8-9am Menôs Prayer Group meets 
  9-Noon                  Steppe Up In open 
  
     
     
 
    
     
   
     



SIGN UPS 
ARE IN 

THE  
VESTRY! 

Thank you! 
We are off and    running...So many of you donated to our òshoppingó for 
the Strawberry Days ahead! We appreciate every dollar and because of you 
we are ready!  our first orders have even come in for the òBusiness Lunch 
to goó.     HOW CAN YOU HELP  

MAIN STREET CHURCH WITH ITõS  
LARGEST FUNDRAISER OF THE YEAR? JUST SIGN UP! 

There is something for everyone...check out the daily list... 
Are you coming? Because we have a lot of FUN! 

This event has had an all out effort from Main Street for years. Being connected 
to Amesbury Days events gives MSCC a chance to share ourselves  with the 
community.  Soé..Come just as you are, to buy a lobster roll, to meet someone 
new, to work along side us for as short or long as you can. There are jobs that    
require muscle, there are jobs that require a smile. Thereôs something for you, 
there's something for everyone. Here is the line up: 
 

Thursday  June 22nd all day Food preparations throughout the day.  
   ñChowdahò/Biscuits/strawberries sauce/
   lobster/lunch bag assembly for Friday 
Friday  June 23rd 9am-2 pm ñBusiness To Go Lunchò assembled &  
   Delivered. Tents set up for Saturday 
Saturday June 24th      9 am set up 
  11-2 pm Festival ! Live Music! 
   Games & yummy food! 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 



The Last Pettengill Saturday Meal is coming up 
The last Saturday Night Meal for this season happens next Saturday, June 
3.  American Chop Suey is the casserole.  Can you help by making a casserole, 
donating milk or helping assemble or delivering?  Please let me knowé978-463-
3071 or ewatson317@gmail.com.  Thanks!  Elizabeth Watson 
Adult Faith Formation - Listening and Responding to Rob Bell 
Summer School Term 1 Begins Tuesday, May 30th, 7-8:30pm 
Join us for 5 weeks of listening, learning, sharing, responding, growing in our   
connection to God and each other.  Our sessions will center around audio         
recordings of Rob Bellôs work.  Topics include - Jesusô Third Way,  The           
Counter Narrative, What is the Bible.  Rob is convinced that this Jesus and God 
of ours invite us into a way of being in the world that is full of hope and what the 
world needs.  Letôs see what his words spark in you and how they help us 
grow.  Read about Rob Bell at his website robbell.com or speak to Joan for more 
information.  (mid July- August session with be on works of  Brian McLaren. 

Childrenõs Sunday 
On June 11th we will celebrate the children of this congregation.  Plans are       
developing on how  we do that. If you would like to share ideas or be involved, 
please speak with our Sunday School Director, Jennifer Stinson or e-mail her at        
Jennifer_nordwall@hotmail.com.   

The June Newsletter from Main Street Church 
Our monthly newsletter, the Prophet goes out via USPS and e-mail (color ver-
sion).  If you are not receiving the Prophet or would like it to come to you differ-
ently than it is, please contact Stacy in the office.  The June Prophet will be the 
last one until September.  However, group e-mails titled ñMain Street Happeningsò 
throughout the summer will keep you informed of goings-on here at Main Street 
during the summer months.  The June Prophet will arrive next month the second 
week in June.  If you have something to contribute to the June issue, please send 
it to Sue Ranshaw before THIS WEDNESDAY (24TH) 

We invite you all to a special COFFEE HOUR on Sunday June 4th in front of 
the Steppe Up In.  
Weôre hosting an OPEN HOUSE AT THE STEPPE UP INN.  Come see what we 
sell to enable us to donate $18,000 to MSCC each year We guarantee you will be 
impressed with our new look and constant new quality!! See where you can shop 
and volunteer.   
From the missions committee:  
SAVE THE DATE !  THE NEXT MERRIMCAK VALLEY HABITAT BUILD IS 
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 23RD  MORE INFO TO COME IN AUGUST 
WE HOPE IT MAY BE IN SALISBURY!!  
 
 
 








